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This term the school has taught a stimulating range
of lessons, mainly to individual pupils on the wards. It
has been a highly productive and busy term, one that
saw the staff team teach 3150 lessons to over 400
pupils. Some pupils took part in a school wellbeing
survey and here are some of the findings. One
hundred percent of the pupils said, I enjoy learning at
school, I am happy and safe at Evelina, the work is at
the right level for me and I know how to improve my
work. We are delighted with their responses.
This newsletter is filled with the work that was taught
and you will be able to see why the survey responses
were as positive as they were.

Here at Evelina Hospital School the Headteacher's Awards recognise something special that a pupil has
achieved. The awards are given out to pupils for a variety of reasons, they can be related to producing an
excellent piece of work, the pupil’s determination and effort, or mastering a skill that has been difficult.
A teacher nominates pupils each week; the teachers at Evelina Hospital School are highly skilled at spotting
pupils doing well, achieving and making progress. However if you think you would like to nominate yourself for
being brilliant then have a word with your teacher. If you are persuasive enough then you will be successfully
nominated.
From January 2022, all pupils can also achieve subject award
badges. They cover the curriculum subjects and come in a
variety of colours. If you happen to be a wizard at art,
computing, English, mathematics, music, PE, RHSE or science
then there is a badge for you. For all you young readers there
is a very special reading badge in the shape of a bookworm.

Watch out for staff at Evelina who are wearing a variety of badges, pick out the badges that you want
to achieve and get cracking. I look forward to presenting you with you badges and certificates.

Anne Hamilton
Headteacher
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DEPUTY HEADTEACHER
LAURA PERRETT
I was delighted to join Evelina Hospital School as the
new Deputy Headteacher in September this year.
It’s been such a privilege getting to know the
children and staff at Evelina Hospital School. I’ve
been learning the difference between Snow Fox and
Snow Leopard, and how to climb up from Savannah
to Mountain wards. The Evelina is such a magical
place to be; there are even superheroes here
cleaning the windows!
Here are some of my first term highlights:
Shadowing the skilled, dedicated, committed and
talented school staff as they deliver wonderful
sessions to the children on the wards
Seeing how flexible and adaptable school staff are
in meeting the needs of the children in providing fun
and stimulating lessons, despite the classrooms being
closed (and all whilst wearing full PPE!)
Meeting Chef, reading his wonderful recipes and
seeing children engage in cooking sessions and being
genuinely interested in trying new foods

Seeing the fabulous Ray and Denise delivering
PE sessions and watching them find a way to help
all children and young people engage in sport
Reading wonderful pieces of writing that our
pupils have written, inspired by storytelling sessions
Seeing the creativity and ingenuity of some of
our partners working remotely to provide engaging
sessions for our children and young people; from
RADiate Dance to Singing Hands and storytellers
Watching so many children escaping into new
books, aptly chosen by school staff and provided
by the amazing ‘Read for Good’ scheme
Thank you to everyone for making me feel so
welcome; it’s been a wonderful first term. I’d like
to take this opportunity to wish all our children
and young people, parents and carers, ward staff
and Evelina Hospital School staff and governors
all the very best for the holiday season.

THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone who has supported us this term:
Tracey and Suzanna at Singing Hands
Ashley Marsh at the Royal Academy of Culinary Arts: Adopt-a-School Trust
Ray Tudor and Denise O’Neill at Capital Kids Cricket
Ed Miles at First Line Support
Phil McDemott at Frog-in-a-pan
Caroline Forrest and RADiate Dance
Jen Lunn and Read for Good
Linden MacMahon
Nathalie Thuhong
Ella Man
And of course, to all the Evelina Hospital School staff, governors and volunteers and to all the Evelina Children’s
Hospital and GSTT staff.
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ART

Frida Kahlo-inspired self portrait

This autumn term we have worked on portraiture. We had a digital
portraiture workshop led by the local portrait artist and illustrator
‘BootzMama’. We have had a good amount of quality work
produced by our young people, including work created using
traditional techniques such as pencil, pastel and watercolour. In
addition, we have introduced digital art as a technique that we are
seeking to embed at the Evelina Hospital School. The children
have enjoyed this and we have been able to entice young people
who previously were not confident in approaching portraiture.
They have been completely on board with the digital technique
and have thoroughly enjoyed it.

Portrait of Frida Kahlo

For the beginning of the second autumn half term, the children
have worked on clay. They have been working on creating pinch
pot Diwali lights. We are at the part of the year when there are
many festivals of light to celebrate such as Diwali and Hanukkah.
Still to come this half term is more 3D work, Christmas craft and
Christmas cards. Linking with the theme of climate change in
science and the theme of winter celebrations, we are looking
forward to artwork based on winter animals.
Self-portrait
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MUSIC

Music Technology
Music at Evelina this term has seen lots of exciting
developments! We have been bolstering our music department
by adding a music technology element. We’ve invested in Logic
Pro for our Macbooks and have been trialling projects with some
of our long-term students that need some creative output to
engage with. This software is really versatile and in these early
stages we have bought a package of grime and drill samples for
students to loop to create their own tracks. We have also
purchased a ukulele with a jack port. Logic pro has the capability
to record sound straight onto it and students will be able to

quickly learn how to play a melody, upload
their melody and then manipulate it on the
program to create some original tracks.
Instrumental instruction
Our staff ukulele club has been focused
around how to teach our students to play
songs of their choosing. As a team, we have
been learning how to teach students to read
chord charts. We have also been focusing
on helping children to use music websites.
This gives them the motivation they need to
continue practising after being discharged as
it helps them feel successful in creating the
music that they like.

ENGLISH
This poem was written by a 12 year-old pupil as part of an
English lesson. The objective for the lesson was to write from
the point of view of a personified tree to explore feelings of
positivity and empathy.
The lesson started with conversation about the previous
week’s events on COP26 in Glasgow. We linked it with the
enjoyment of green spaces. After that, the pupil read a poem
from 'Imagining All the Way' and independently wrote the
poem.
The following lesson’s objective was to create an illustration
to complement her creative writing poem. The pupil chose to
focus on three different words from her poem: rainbow,
leaves and soil.
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Odes to Boring Objects
Inspired by Pablo Neruda’s “Ode to my Socks”. The Creative Writer Linden
MacMahon worked with us to create some amazing odes this term.

Ode to a Dry Petal
Pink, small, dry
The petals are so good
They are dropped
from a tree of wood
The petal is eaten by an animal
And rebirths in a new life
Reborn into the new wildlife
Or gets picked up by a human
And blooms in their house
From a petal to a flower
It will bloom within an hour
The petals are so bright
they shine with all their might
This is where I end my poem
about the petal

The Swimming Pool Excitement
I can feel the cold breeze hitting my
face.
I can smell the chlorine off the pool
I can see green changing room and
the most beautiful coloured tiles
around the pool.
I can hear all the happy children and
parents laughing and having fun.
I can almost taste the chocolate bar
I am having afterwards.
- B, 12 Years old

- 9 Years Old

'Hidden Figures' By Margot Lee Shetterly – The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race
(book review)

The hidden figures were a group of women who helped to explore
space. Their story is important to me because it helps me keep
motivated. They keep me motivated because they never gave up
themselves.
The hidden figures were all math experts. They worked for NASA in
the 1950s and 60's. They were pioneering black women and were
the first African-American women to work on space exploration.
The hidden figures were, Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson,
Katherine Johnson and Christine Darden. I think segregation should
be banned in all countries because it is hurtful and unfair to people.
I recommend that you read this book because it will inspire you and
may move you to tears when you read their message: never give up,
even when things upset you.
EMM - 14 Years old
I read this inspiring book in Braille and then dictated my review
using Word Dictate.
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SCIENCE
What makes up living things?
In the first part of the term, students were
learning about what all living things are made of
– cells! We have looked at what all cells are
made of and have inside them and how they
work together to make plants and animals
(including us!)
See how many structures you can label.

Climate Change Action at EHS
Who could have failed to miss COP26 in Glasgow at the start of
November? Climate change is something that affects us all.
This term, we have been looking at the causes of climate
change, the problems it brings and what we can all do to make
a difference. Working with our young people, we have been
looking at the natural world and learning to appreciate why it is
so important to us all. We have watched inspiring videos on
YouTube of people planting trees and cleaning up beaches. We
have read stories about young activists making their voices
heard, proving that everyone can make a difference. We have
made lists of important issues and vocabulary. We have learnt
to use BSL to sign some of this vocabulary. We have written
letters to world leaders asking what they are doing. And we
have asked each other the question: “What can we do to make
a change?”
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MATHEMATICS
Addition, subtraction, division, and multiplication are the four operations we all know (and love).
We have a unique opportunity to work with individuals on these key skills on a one-to-one basis.
These operations require a wide range of skills, and many students complete their school careers
without feeling fully confident on completing these with written methods. This term we have
made it our mission to target these skills to enable our young people to feel confident in their
abilities.
How parents/carers can support?
Stage 1: Focus on consistent language. I recommend using ‘more’
and ‘less’ so that young people can first develop some
understanding of number magnitude. Developing the idea of more
and less is the first stage towards understanding addition and
subtraction. We have purchased lots of ‘10 frames’ in line with the
new EYFS guidance to help students to see amounts getting
‘more’ and ‘less’.
Stage 2: If your young person understands more and less then it is
time to start introducing the different varieties of language. Our
display team created this striking presentation to help young
people see all the different language people use in different
contexts.
Stage 3: If your young person is moving into multiplication, it’s great if you focus on physical
objects and symbols and not just learning by rote. Arrays are fantastic ways to look symbolically
at times tables e.g. 3x2=6 or 2x3=6?
Stage 4: Written methods – many parents/carers feel a bit mystified when they see their young
person’s ‘working out’ in maths because it wasn’t how they were taught. I think most teachers
are more than happy to provide explanations to parents/carers where they think it is
appropriate. It won’t take them long so never be afraid to ask!
My top tip for those
struggling with the ‘bus stop
method’ is to think of it as the
‘biscuit tin method’. I teach it
to all my students because
when it’s about food it’s much
more memorable.
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RE

In the past year and a half, we have all come to realise how important it is to feel a sense of belonging and a
connection to other people. This term we have been looking at the places which are important to us and
our different communities here at EHS. We have learned where people of different faiths go to pray and
celebrate with each other. We have shared stories of our special places and what they mean to us, whether
that was our local swimming pool, a quiet nook at home or our local community hall.
Interfaith week
We have discussed the multi-faith response to the climate
change emergency and looked at how all of us have a duty to
protect the planet. All around the world, the message from
all communities is that it is time to make a change.
Festivals of Light
As the nights draw in and we get used to waking up and
getting home in the dark, we all recognise how welcoming a
light in the window can be. At this time of year, there are
several major festivals that have light at their centre. We
have been learning about these festivals: Diwali, Hanukkah
and Advent and looking at how their message is one of hope
and of overcoming the dark. There is always a glimmer of
light in the road ahead for us to aim for.

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Here at Evelina Hospital School, we value staff training highly. Our staff have lots of training opportunities
to help them learn about working in a hospital school setting. We run regular lunchtime sessions for staff,
on a wide range of topics from curriculum planning to ukulele lessons! All staff have the opportunity to go
on external training sessions as well. Here is what one of our new Higher Learning Teaching Assistants,
Tasnia, had to say about the training she has had so far:
'Since joining Evelina Hospital School, I have had several amazing training opportunities to further develop
my knowledge and understanding of the learning needs of children with PMLD (Profound and Multiple
Learning Difficulties) and complex needs. I have attended sensory massage training, the TES (Times
Educational Supplement) SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) show, shadowed and team
taught with the SEND team and also attended a NAHE (National Association of Hospital Educators) SEND
meeting. All of these training opportunities have helped me improve my knowledge, skills and
understanding of how to support children with PMLD and complex needs. It has made me more aware that
every pupil is different and that they learn differently and that we, as teachers, need to continuously reflect
on our practice in order to respond to their needs. Especially in a hospital school setting I have learnt the
importance of understanding that every interaction, every observation, every lesson is helping a child thrive
in their education.'
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PSHE & READING
What are we reading? New additions
to our school library!
We are delighted with some of our
recent additions to our school library!
All children deserve to see themselves
represented positively in the books
they read, and here at Evelina Hospital
School, we are committed to ensuring
that our school library is representative
of our school community.
Here are some of our favourite new
books!

'Black and British: An Illustrated History' is a beautiful visual journey through Black British history, written
especially for younger readers by award-winning historian and broadcaster David Olusoga and illustrated by Jake
Alexander and Melleny Taylor. It’s a really interesting read, which describes some of the histories of Black people
in Britain. The blurb states, 'These are the stories that have brought us all together in this country'. We love the
pictures and the way in which the stories are laid out to make them interesting and accessible for children to
read.
'Young, Gifted and Black' celebrates 52 Black heroes from past and present. We loved reading about all the
different people in this book, from leaders and pioneers through to current athletes and writers. It’s a lovely book
to dip in and out of with an opportunity to learn about someone new each time.
'This Book is Anti-Racist' has been described as an ‘excellent start for educating children on what racism is and
how to go about becoming anti-racist'. An anti-racist person is someone who is opposed to racism. Anti-racism
means actively working against racism. With sections on ‘Understanding and Growing into my Identifies’ and
‘Taking Action and Responding to Racism’, Tiffany Jewell’s books offers 20 lessons on ‘how to wake up, take
action and do the work’. We loved the bright colours in this book and the way in which the book supports young
people to think about their own identities and take action against racism.
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BOOK DONATION
In November, we were lucky enough to
receive a wonderful book donation
courtesy of the children at Hollymount
Primary School in Wimbledon.
The children at Hollymount Primary
School took part in a sponsored read
to raise money, which paid for a great
selection of books for the children at
the hospital school to enjoy. We
would like to offer particular thanks to
the Literacy Co-Ordinator, Felicity
White, for organising the donation,
and to the school’s Headteacher, Sam
Birnage.

COOKING
In his lessons at Evelina Hospital School, Ashley introduces the children to a variety of seasonal fruits and
vegetables. They develop their knowledge of different food groups by exploring and tasting different
foods.
The children are able to participate in creating healthy meals and have the opportunity to try out
professional cooking skills.
CHRISTMAS BISCUITS
Ingredients:
- 225g (9oz) plain flour
- 1 teaspoon mixed spice
- 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
- 50g (2oz) caster sugar
- 400g (4oz) half fat spread
- 1 egg, beaten
Method:
1. Stir together the flour and spices. Stir in the sugar and rub in the half fat spread until the mixture resembles
breadcrumbs.
2. Add the beaten egg and knead into a ball. Cover and chill for 30 minutes.
3. Pre-heat the oven at gas mark 5/190C/375F. Roll out the biscuit mixture onto a lightly floured surface to a
3mm thickness.
4. Cut out Christmas shapes, such as stars and trees using biscuit cutters or a template.
5. Lift the biscuits onto the baking sheets, prick lightly with a fork and bake in the oven for 10 - 12 minutes,
until lightly browned.

EVELINA HOSPITAL SCHOOL | AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2021

SEASON'S GREETINGS
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