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HEADTEACHER’S COMMENT
This has been the most challenging year 
for all of the teaching staff here at Evelina 
Hospital School and the dedicated NHS 
staff throughout the Hospital and the wider 
Guy’s & St Thomas’ Trust with whom 
we work. I am very proud of the way 
my Team has risen to the challenges we 
have faced as a school during this 
pandemic and has continued to deliver 
high quality, engaging and 
enriching lessons to the children 
whether on site, face-to-face or remotely. 
Not only have we achieved this 
remarkable feat, we have extended our 
offer to accommodate pupils from other 
hospitals who were in unique 
circumstances and have taught them 
remotely whilst shielding. The young man 
in question has gone on to achieve his 
GCSE exams meaning that he can attain 
his place at his chosen Sixth Form. 

Despite the many challenges our 
staff have faced this term we were 
nominated for the Pearson National 
Teaching Awards and were awarded a 
Bronze for recognition of our partner work 
with the Dialysis Ward here at Evelina. 
In these most uniquely challenging of 
times it is immensely rewarding and 
motivating for all of the staff here who 
each bring a unique skill set and expertise 
to teaching on wards and through our 
remote TEAMS classrooms. We will be 
celebrating this achievement with a low-
key award ceremony on the Dialysis Ward 
with some nice surprises for the children.

This summer term we have through our 
school display marked, Clean Air Day, 
Eid and Pride month. Looking forward to 
next year we are still unsure whether our 
classroom spaces can reopen but rest 
assured the teaching staff will be supporting 
the learning of young people across all of 
the wards. 

Our exciting summer holiday news is that 
the Children on Dialysis Ward will be given 
a range of P.E. resources to help them 
keep active over the summer holiday, these 
include scooters, skittle sets, Frisbees and 
child safe archery kits!

We will be saying farewell to Kate our 
Deputy Headteacher in July. We would like 
to thank her for the hard work and dedication 
to the pupils and the school. We will be 
welcoming Laura Perrett as the new Deputy 
Head from September. I am sure you will join 
the school team in helping her settle in.

Have you learnt a new skill or hobby during 
the lockdowns? I have taken up doing 
1000 piece jigsaws. This makes me a 
dissectologist, which is a person who enjoys 
jigsaw puzzle assembly. Jigsaw puzzles 
prior to and during the 19th century were 
called dissected maps and also known as 
dissected puzzles. Can you share what you 
have taken up?

ANNE HAMILTON 
Head Teacher
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Just one of the 2,000 
children we teach every year, 
here enjoying sensory play

Evelina Hospital School is situated in an atrium on the third 
floor of the Evelina London Children’s Hospital. It provides an 
education for children who are unable to attend a conventional 

school due to their health needs. Those who can’t come into the 
school classrooms at the hospital are taught at their bedsides, with 
the support of the hospital team. Teaching staff wheel trolleys to 
the wards full of books, educational teaching packs, cutting edge 
computing resources, cooking materials, musical instruments, 
science experiments and art materials. Headteacher Anne Hamilton 
details how Evelina operates and explains that the heart of Evelina 
Hospital School is that “every child has the right to an education”.

We are based in a space that is often filled with sunlight or held beneath sheets of rain, which flood off the curved side of the building and create a sense of protected cosiness over the classrooms. As you approach, you might be distracted by the 
work displayed on the outside wall: illustrated poetry, paintings, science projects 
and book reviews. Inside, you’ll find a secondary classroom and an open-plan 
primary and early-years space – and groups of children learning, who otherwise 
might not be able to access education.

A unique school

Our most recent Ofsted inspection classed us as an outstanding school, describing us as “a bright and welcoming environment for pupils, parents and a wide range of professionals to enjoy … the school provides pupils with a learning experience 
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We were delighted to give a big remote welcome to our 
partners at Singing Hands once more this term. These weekly 
sessions involve transporting Tracey from Singing Hands via the 
i-Pad onto the wards to work 1-1 with children. Despite the obvious 
restrictions of working through a screen, Tracey and our teacher 
Shaun have been able to target the sessions to the needs of 
each individual child, resulting in an incredible degree of 
engagement in the songs.

Singing Hands is a company that was set up by a couple of 
mothers whose children had the need for additional support 
in communicating. They use a combination of music, visual 
prompts, physical resources (when on site), and 
Makaton signing to bring musical experiences to children. 
The company has grown in size and reach, and we would like 
to congratulate them on recently being awarded MBEs by the 
Queen.

Makaton Signing Classes - Singing Hands singinghands.co.uk 

Family maths!
SUPPORTING MATHS AT HOME IS SOMETHING MANY  
PARENTS WANT TO FACILITATE BUT FEEL QUITE INTIMIDATED! 
The way that maths is learned in schools has changed over 
the years but one of the beautiful things about maths is that the 
maths itself will always remain the same! We call it the ‘One True 
Science’ – we can create proofs that can prove concepts beyond 
doubt.

I would like to introduce you all to the charity 
mathsontoast.org.uk

Maths on Toast have a vision and are on a mission to give all 
families and communities creative, human and social experiences 
of maths!

The website is well worth a browse. From summer outdoors 
activities to how to videos and craft ideas, there are ideas to 
support maths at home for everyone. 

Something I have used in class and recommended to parents 
before is times table tables! Supporting good times table 

knowledge is vital and it also supports The idea is that after 
dinner you take out some blank cards and try to create as many 
different ways of writing a number. Let us take number 10 for 
example:

It is amazing how abstract we can be in thinking about something 
as simple as the number 10. Maths is so amazingly endless that 
we can really improve number skills that will help across a wide 
variety of topics just by thinking about how to express a number! 
Enjoy!

Music

https://singinghands.co.uk
http://mathsontoast.org.uk/


Art & RE! 
IN ART THIS TERM, WE HAVE 
LOOKED AT ISLAMIC ART 
AND MEHNDI ART IN A WAY  
TO CELEBRATE EID. THIS 
WAS A CROSS CURRICULUM 
ACTIVITY WITH RE
We have also explored Madhubani art and 
reproduced the most common patterns 
such as Peacocks and fishes, onto a 
polystyrene tiles. The young people either 
drew their own template or punched a 
generic template into the tile, they created 
a mono-print, using one or several colours.

We also created prints on textiles by printing 
the original picture onto transfer, sometimes 
changing the size and repeating it, and then 
ironing it on fabric.

We are now exploring digital art, using the 
“drawing-pad app” as there is often a need 
for a digital art platform in graphic designs. 
As this is a new technique in art, there has 
been lots of exploration and some of our 
young artists have produced really good 
pieces of artwork.

Cooking
THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF 
CULINARY ARTS COOKING 
ON DIALYSIS WARD 
We were delighted this term to have Chef 
Ashley Marsh from the Royal Academy 
of Culinary Arts back with us at Evelina 
Hospital School cooking on Dialysis ward! 

Recipes this term have included healthy 
baked Sea Bass with Thai Spices and hand 
kneaded bread! Do try the recipe.

A huge thank you to Paul Grimshaw 
and New Covent Garden Market for their 
very generous donation of £1000 for the 
young people on the Dialysis ward. This 
money will be put towards well-being 
for those young people.

Adopt a School –  
Royal Academy of Culinary Arts 
royalacademyofculinaryarts.org.uk/what-
we-do/adopt-a-school/ 

1. Prepare the vegetables by cutting
them into thin strips.

2. Grate the carrot and ginger and shred or tear the wild garlic.
3. Lay the tin foil down and the grease proof on top.
4. Place the pak choi leaves on the base in the middle of the greaseproof.
5. Then add the pepper, carrot ginger and wild garlic.
6. Take the woody leaves off the lemongrass and cut as small as you can and

dust  them over the other ingredients.
7. Now lay the asparagus on top Then the bass fillet skin side up. 
8. Place the bean shoots lime and coconut milk.
9. Pull the tin foil over the top and fold the edges together until it looks like a

Cornish pasty.
10. Place in a pre-heated oven for 20 minutes, 160 degrees.

STEAMED THAI  SEA 
BASS FISH IN A BAG
Sea bass fillet 
1g Fresh ginger 
2 Asparagus sticks  2 Cloves wild garlic
1/4 Carrot 
10g Bean shoots 
1/4 Red pepper 
1/4 Stick lemon grass 
2 Leaves pak choi 
1/2 Lime 
Olive oil 
1t/s Coconut cream 
20x20cm tin  
Grease proof paper 
Tin foil

https://www.royalacademyofculinaryarts.org.uk/what-we-do/adopt-a-school/
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Technology for inclusion
Technology allowed businesses and 
schools to continue delivering their services 
during the pandemic. There is no doubt that 
technology can be how those in isolation 
due to long-term illness access learning or 
workspaces.

At the beginning of 2019, Evelina Hospital 
School trialled the use of AV1 from 
NoIsolation, thanks to the support of LGfL. 
When a pupil can not attend class in 
person, AV1 takes their place. AV1 is the 
distance learning avatar -robot- that makes 
it possible for children and young adults 
with long-term illness to take part at school 
via an app on their phone or tablet.

AV1 has been designed for classroom use. 
It gives children with long term-illness the 
ability to see, hear and talk to 

their classmates as if they were there, 
all through a secure app on their phone 
or tablet. If the child wishes to answer 
a question, they can raise their hand by 
pressing a button in the app and 
a white light will flash on the robot's head.

We have been supporting dialysis patients 
to access their lessons, school assemblies 
or circle time while they are on the ward 
receiving treatment. We taught our pupils 
how to interact with AV1 on their devices, we 
loaned the units to their schools, liaised with 
them to train staff and create a timetable for 
regular connections.

AV1 helps the child to build a relationship 
with their class peers and teacher, which has 
a great impact when they are transitioning 
from primary to secondary. 

“The child’s eyes, 
ears and voice  
in the classroom”

RAY AND DENISE ARE BACK!
Ray and Denise, from Capital Kids 
Cricket, were warmly welcomed back 
on the wards this term and they brought 
their favourite PE drills to the children. 
The children enjoyed recapping and 
practising the drills and challenges that 
started in September, and being able to 
play sports again! Some of the children 
will also take home a PE homework pack 
so they can play and keep active during 
the long break.

PE!



Clean Air Day 
THURSDAY 17TH JUNE 
We worked with Idling Action London - a charity involved with 
reducing air pollution in London. Our children attended workshops, 
watched a video, designed posters, produced letters and speeches 
and made pledges. They are also asking others to make a pledge to 
help clean up the air we breathe - what will yours be?

COMPUTING HAS BEEN 
CAPTURING MORE 
IMAGINATIONS THIS TERM! 
We have been involved in a very special 
project with the Smallpeice Trust who 
kindly donated some extra LEGO Spike 
Prime sets to supplement our own. 
Pupils were set a very unique challenge 
to create an earthquake simulator to test 
structures built from craft materials. This 
turns into a very cross-curricular STEM 
activity which is both motivating and 
inspiring for young people on the wards. 

We have been keeping up with the pace 
of change in educational tech and have 
been sharing our enriching curriculum 
ideas with other hospital schools in the 
NAHE (National association of Hospital 
Schools) network.  

Computing



SUMMER STORYTELLING
We were delighted to welcome back 
Jen Lunn our Read for Good storyteller 
this term. 

Here is an extract from the blog she 
wrote after her most recent visit – 

.....thanks to the wonderful staff at 
London Evelina Children’s Hospital 
School, I was back on the wards - this 
time being pushed around on a trolley 
waving out of an ipad! The night before 
I had been nervous about how sessions 
might work without being in the room with 
the children. Would I be able to pick up 
on things in the same way? Would jokes 
still be funny? Would we be able to create 
stories together amidst digital delay and 
wifi glitches? Would it feel the same? But 
I needn’t have worried. Due in huge part 
to the brilliant teachers supporting the 
sessions, it was great! I saw old friends 
and new faces. ……through stories we 
were looking forwards to the future. And 
it was joyful! So brilliant to be back. 

English
READING 
RECOMMENDATIONS
We are always excited to restock our 
Read for Good trolley after a delivery 
from this amazing charity. All our 
children have access to high-quality 
new books which helps us to nurture a 
love of reading while at Evelina Hospital 
School. The National Curriculum aims to 
promote high standards of language and 
literacy by encouraging a love of 
literature through widespread reading 
for enjoyment. If you need any reading 
recommendations, ask any of the school 
staff or take a look at the Read for Good 
website. 

readforgood.org 

We also recommend a couple of 
new literacy resources, Woke Babies 
and The Little Box of Books, who focus on 
providing a wider diversity of books for 
all ages of young readers. Check out 
their websites.

wokebabies.co.uk 
littleboxofbooks.co.uk

http://readforgood.org
http://wokebabies.co.uk
http://littleboxofbooks.co.uk


Thank you!
THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS WHO HAVE 
GENEROUSLY DONATED TO THE SCHOOL:
Jake Etherley for his continuous support of donations from selling his art pieces 
Jeanne Willis for her donation of £300 
New Covent Garden Market for their donation of £1000 
Smallpeice Trust - LEGO Coding Success – for their donation of LEGO Spike Prime sets  
The Friends of Bricklehurst Manor School for £4940 towards resources  
The William Millar Memorial Fund for around £2000 worth of books 

THANKS TO ALL THOSE EDUCATION PARTNERS  
WE HAVE WORKED WITH THROUGHOUT THIS 
CHALLENGING TIME BOTH ON SITE AND REMOTELY:
Adopt-a-school – Chef Ashley Marsh 
Bethlem & Maudesley – GCSE student entry 
Capital Kids Cricket – Ray Tudor and Denise O’Neill 
Creative writing consultant – Linden MacMahon 
First Line Support for IT – Ed Miles 
Frog-in-a-pan – Phil McDermott, storyteller 
Graphic design for newsletter – Sarah Godden 
NAHE colleagues – network support 
Portfolio Book design – Logan Rich 
RADiate Dance – Caroline Forrest 
Read for Good – Jen Lunn, storyteller 
Singing Hands – Tracey, Suzanne and Co 
Walworth Academy – GCSE moderation support

FURTHER THANK YOUS TO THE EVELINA TEAM
A big thank you to all the staff, governors, volunteers and GSTT staff who have 
shown great flexibility and determination in providing continuation of education 
throughout the year.

EVELINA HOSPITAL SCHOOL
Level 3 Beach 
Evelina London Children’s Hospital 
Westminster Bridge Road 
London SE1 7EH

Tel: 020 7188 2267 
Email: office@evelina.southwark.sch.uk

www.evelina.southwark.sch.uk  
Twitter @EvelinaSchool  
Instagram @evelinahospitalschool

Headteacher: Anne Hamilton 
Chair of Governors: Ann Mullins

Teaching times on ward: 10-12 & 1:30-3:30

WELL DONE!
The Award for Impact through Partnership

2021 Bronze Winners The Pearson 
National Teaching Awards

An additional ‘well done’ to 
one of our dedicated HLTA’s 
AGRON MOLLA who has 

achieved his qualification in  
LEVEL 5 – PROFESSIONAL 

VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS: 
PRIMARY SCHOOL PE 
SPECIALISM AND PE 

SUBJECT LEADERSHIP

We look 
forward to 

seeing you all 
at the start of the 
next school year:

September 
7th 2021

http://www.evelina.southwark.sch.uk



